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PUEBLO SOUTH COLTS

Coach: Mark Haerring

2006 record: 10-1

Returning starters: Four offense, four
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 26-
19 to Loveland in preliminaries.
Strength: Skill positions and team
speed.

Weakness: Depth at the line of scrim-
mage.

Players to watch: Wade Beauvais, Sr.,
DE-TE, 6-2, 205; Isaiah Cartmell, Sr.,
DT-OT, 6-1, 255; Marshall Dela Cruz,
Sr., WR, 5-10, 165; Ken Harriman, Jr.,
OT, 6-3, 295; Brody Lockett, Jr., FS-RB,
6-0, 165; Tony Medina, Sr., QB, 6-0,
185; Ryan Romero, Sr., WR-DB, 6-0,
170; Kameron Rucker, Sr., RB, 5-6,
160; Matt Valdez, Sr., G, 6-2, 250.

In 2007: The Colts’ football factory
has another solid team motivated by
a stinging playoff loss blamed on
breakdowns by the special teams.
Better team speed should make for
more wrinkles in the attack.
Schedule

Aug. 31 at P. Centennial 7 p.m.
Sep.7 at Mesa Ridge 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 Sierra 7 p.m.*
Sep.20 Wasson 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 at Cafon City 7 p.m.*
Oct.4 Cheyenne Mtn. 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 at Pueblo East 7 p.m.
Oct. 19 at Air Academy 7 p.m.*
Oct. 25 Pueblo Central 7 p.m.*
Nov.1 Liberty 7 p.m.*
SIERRA STALLIONS

Coach: Joe Roskam

2006 record: 3-7

Returning starters: Nine offense, 10
defense

Last playoff appearance: 1998

Strength: Experience across the
board.

Weakness: Adjusting to big changes
to the coaching staff.

Players to watch: Clarence Bumpas,
Jr., LB, 6-2, 205; Jamil Cooks, Jr., SS, 6-
2, 175; Kelby Dias, Jr., WR-DB, 6-1,
160; Jarvis Harrod, Jr., FS, 5-10, 170;
Cedric Jackson, Jr., C, 6-1, 195; Louie
Lujan, Sr., G, 6-1, 270; Dominique
Smith, Sr., DT, 6-0, 240; Mark Sterling,
Sr., WR-DB, 6-1, 165; Terance Thomas,
Jr., DE, 6-2, 260.

In 2007: When Roskam says the
Stallions have some thoroughbreds
in the backfield, believe him. Sierra
is loaded with juniors and experi-
enced, so beware in 2008. The team’s
D-line is better, and hopes are high.
Schedule

Aug. 31 at Harrison 7 p.m.
Sep.7 Coronado 7p.m.
Sep. 14 at Pueblo South 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 Air Academy 4 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Liberty 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 Pueblo Central 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 at Cheyenne Mtn. 7 p.m.*
Oct. 19 at Cafon City 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 Wasson 7:30 p.m.*
Nov.2 at Mesa Ridge 7 p.m.*
WASSON THUNDERBIRDS

Coach: Harold Brown

2006 record: 8-3

Returning starters: Six offense, four
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 33-6
to Wheat Ridge in preliminaries.
Strength: Both lines, plus depth at
skill positions including receiver.
Weakness: Inexperienced quarter-
back.

Players to watch: Brad Leites, Sr., C, 5-
10, 285; Jarell Reese, Sr., RB-DB, 5-10,
185; Jamil Thorne, Jr., QB-WR-DB, 6-0,
175; Zach Trester, Sr., TE-LB, 6-4, 190;
Anthony Valdez, Sr., OL-DL, 6-0, 320.
In 2007: Reaching the playoffs is
becoming a tradition, but the
Thunderbirds must finish games
stronger and get more physical to go
deeper. They will run primarily and
play with a purpose: This season is
dedicated to 2006 graduate Diontea
Forrest, who was slain in July.
Schedule

Aug. 31 at Coronado 7 p.m.
Sep.7 Carion City 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 at Cheyenne Mtn. 7 p.m.*
Sep. 20 at Pueblo South 7 p.m.*
Sep. 27 Mitchell 7 p.m.
Oct.6 at Mesa Ridge 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 Air Academy 7 p.m.*
Oct. 20 Liberty 2 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Sierra 7:30 p.m.*
Nov.2 at Pueblo Central 7 p.m.*
Mountain Plains
ARVADA REDS

Coach: John Hilton

2006 record: 3-7

Returning starters: Four offense, two
defense

Last playoff appearance: 1991

Strength: Team speed.

Weakness: Young team, especially at
quarterback and running back.
Players to watch: Chad Bren, Jr., WR-
DB, 6-0, 165; Cameron Orr, Sr., OL-LB,
6-1, 235; Hayden Staggs, Jr., OL-DL, 6-
4, 265; Dennis Stepanich, Sr., C-DL, 6-
1, 230; Mike Vaughn, Sr., RB-WR-DB,
5-10, 160.

In 2007: The Reds are faster than they
have been in three seasons and will
center their offense on Vaughn’s
playmaking ability. Fans will see
some shotgun and option plays, with
more passes to the wideouts. No
league victories in six years looms
large.

Schedule

Aug. 30 North 5p.m.
Sep.6 at South 7 p.m.
Sep. 15 at Abraham Lincoln 1 p.m.
Sep. 22 at Golden 2 p.m.*
Sep. 29 at Standley Lake noon*
Oct.4 at Wheat Ridge 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 Ralston Valley 7 p.m.*
Oct. 20 at Dakota Ridge noon*
Oct. 25 at ThunderRidge 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 Green Mountain 4 p.m.*

DAKOTA RIDGE EAGLES

Coach: Ron Woitalewicz

2006 record: 5-5

Returning starters: Five offense, eight
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2005

Strength: Skill positions and lineback-
ers.

Weakness: Inexperience on the offen-
sive line and in the secondary.
Players to watch: Eric Cain, Sr., QB, 6-
0, 185; Zach Erfurdt, Sr., FB, 5-10, 195;
Dave McCulley, Sr., LB-OT, 6-1, 210;
Mark McKinnon, Jr., OL, 6-3, 245;
Cameron Pritchett, Jr., S-WR, 6-2, 170;
Austin Rodriguez, Jr., WR, 5-10, 150;
Ty Rosco, Sr., TE-LB, 6-2, 210; Brogan
Voltz, Sr., LB, 5-11, 185.

In 2007: The Eagles believe they have
the personnel to fuel their variable
offense. This group will run and
throw, restocked by a JV team that
went 10-0 last season while outscor-
ing opponents 339-93. Strong line-
backers will anchor the defense.
Schedule

Aug. 31 at Brighton 7 p.m.
Sep.6 Overland 7 p.m.
Sep. 14 George Washington 7 p.m.
Sep. 20 at Ralston Valley 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Golden 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 ThunderRidge 7:30 p.m.*
Oct. 11 at Green Mountain 7 p.m.*
Oct. 20 Arvada noon*
Oct. 26 Standley Lake 7:30 p.m.*
Nov.1 at Wheat Ridge 7 p.m.*

GOLDEN DEMONS

Coach: Tom Ward

2006 record: 3-7

Returning starters: Three offense,
three defense

Last playoff appearance: 2002

Strength: Running back.

Weakness: Young team and lack of
depth at the line of scrimmage.
Players to watch: Tommy Cowden, Sr.,
WR-LB, 6-1, 190; Nick Estrada, Jr., S-
RB, 5-10, 175; Ryan Stokes, So., QB, 6-
2, 165; Colin Leffert, Sr., RB, 5-10, 185;
Alex Taylor, Sr., DE, 6-3, 220; Dakota
Werner, Sr., LB, 5-11, 200; Koby
Whittek, Sr., TE-DE, 6-2, 215.

In 2007: Leffert rushed for more than
1,200 yards last season, but the
Demons might start up to six sopho-
mores this season. Interior line play
is the team’s biggest concern.
Schedule

Aug. 31 at Mountain View 7 p.m.
Sep.8 Montrose noon
Sep. 14 at John F. Kennedy 4 p.m.
Sep. 22 Arvada 2 p.m.*
Sep. 28 at Dakota Ridge 7 p.m.*
Oct.4  Standley Lake 7 p.m.*
Oct. 11 at ThunderRidge 7 p.m.*
Oct. 19 Wheat Ridge 4 p.m.*
Oct. 25 Green Mountain 7 p.m.*
Nov.1 Ralston Valley 7 p.m.*

GREEN MOUNTAIN RAMS

Coach: Bob Hudson

2006 record: 4-6

Returning starters: Three offense, four
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2004

Strength: Linebackers and receivers.
Weakness: First-year coach trying to
mesh with the players.

Players to watch: Jo Jo Baggett, Sr.,
QB, 5-10, 175; Ryan Garbarino, Sr.,
DB-WR, 5-9, 175; T.J. Jeffery, Sr., LB, 6-
1, 220; Ranson Jones, Sr., G, 6-1, 230;
Patrick Kissell, Sr., DE, 6-3, 215;
Gerson Lopes, Sr., OL-DL, 5-9, 220;
Ryan McBurney, Sr., WR, 5-9, 160;
Andy Spencer, Sr., LB, 6-0, 215.

In 2007: The Rams need a turnaround
to get into the fray and Hudson is
that kind of coach. He has 19 seniors
to help. The Rams will try to spread
the ball around on offense and stop
teams with a 4-4 defense, anchored
by the linebackers.

Schedule

Aug. 24 Thomas Jefferson 7 p.m.
Aug. 30 at Horizon 7 p.m.
Sep.8 Grand Junction 11a.m.
Sep.22 atStandley Lake 11 a.m.*
Sep. 29 at Wheat Ridge noon*
Oct.5 Ralston Vvalley 7 p.m.*
Oct. 11 Dakota Ridge 7 p.m.*
Oct. 18 ThunderRidge 7 p.m.*
Oct. 25 at Golden 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 at Arvada 4 p.m.*
RALSTON VALLEY
MUSTANGS

Coach: Matt Loyd

2006 record: 11-2

Returning starters: Four offense, two
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 28-7
to Wheat Ridge in semifinals.
Strength: Good skill-position players.
Weakness: Inexperience on defense.
Players to watch: Sam Bierbrauer, Sr.,
LB, 5-11, 185; Chase Champlain, Sr.,
OT, 6-4, 251; Joe Conway, Sr., DE, 6-3,
227; Justin Cosolo, Sr., C, 6-0, 250;
Tim Flageolle, Sr., TE-LB, 6-3, 175;
Dylan Lambert, Sr., TE-LB-NG, 5-11,
218; Brandon Ribble, Sr., WR, 6-4, 195;
Cory Roberts, Sr., RB, 5-8, 170; Nick
Winter, Jr., DB-RB, 5-7, 165; Cameron
Wright, Sr., QB, 6-1, 185.

In 2007: The Mustangs are just as tal-
ented as last season’s team and will
concentrate on running the ball
hard. The offense might open up
more with Wright’s passing.
Schedule

Aug. 31 Thompson Valley 4 p.m.
Sep.7 at Fruita Monument 7 p.m.
Sep. 13 at Montbello 7 p.m.
Sep. 20 Dakota Ridge 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 at ThunderRidge 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 at Green Mountain 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 at Arvada 7 p.m.*
Oct. 19 at Standley Lake 7:30 p.m.*
Oct. 26 Wheat Ridge 7:30 p.m.*
Nov.1 at Golden 7 p.m.*

STANDLEY LAKE GATORS

Coach: Don Morse

2006 record: 5-5

Returning starters: Six offense, six
defense

Last playoff appearance: Never quali-
fied.

Strength: Team speed.

Weakness: Lack of size, especially on
the line.

Players to watch: Andrew Baker, Jr., G-
DT, 6-0, 225; William Bradley, Jr., G-LB,
6-0, 225; Kyle Duran, Sr., FB-LB, 5-11,
205; Tony Kemper, Sr., RB, 5-9, 180;
Pat Kramer, Sr., RB-DB, 5-10, 190;
Adam Turner, Jr., TE-DE, 6-2, 200.

In 2007: The Gators were a salty
bunch last season, but they must
limit mistakes to take it up a notch.
The line isn’t deep, but has experi-
ence.

Schedule

Aug. 24 at Central (G.J.) 4 p.m.

Sep.1 at G. Washington 2:30 p.m.
Sep. 15 at North 4 p.m.
Sep.22 Green Mountain 11 a.m.*
Sep.29 Arvada noon*
Oct.4 at Golden 7 p.m.*
Oct. 11 at Wheat Ridge 6 p.m.*
Oct. 19 Ralston Valley 7:30 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Dakota Ridge 7:30 p.m.*
Nov.2 at ThunderRidge 7 p.m.*
THUNDERRIDGE
GRIZZLIES

Coach: Joe Johnson

2006 record: 10-2

Returning starters: Five offense, four
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 35-
19 to Greeley West in quarterfinals.
Strength: Skill-position players.
Weakness: Question marks on the
offensive and defensive lines.
Players to watch: James Breidel, Sr.,
LB, 6-0, 200; Matt England, Sr., G, 6-2,
230; Brennan Fox, Sr., TE, 6-2, 195;
Alex Grado, Jr., FB; 6-1, 190; Chris
Nwoke, Jr., RB, 6-0, 195; Will Palamet,
Sr., DB, 5-7, 150; Patrick Pokryfke, Jr.,
FL, 5-8 165; Zach Tiedgen, Sr., DE, 6-5,
225.

In 2007: Surprise! The Grizzlies are
loaded and deep, and have talented
juniors at the skill positions. Grado is
a battering ram, Nwoke a burner.
Even the receivers are deep. The
Grizzlies will be tough to beat now
and next season.

Schedule

Sep.1 at Fruita Monument noon
Sep.8 Central (G.J.) 7 p.m.
Sep. 14 at Grand Junction 7 p.m.
Sep.21 at Wheat Ridge 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Ralston Valley 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 at Dakota Ridge 7:30 p.m.*
Oct. 11 Golden 7 p.m.*
Oct. 18 at Green Mountain 7 p.m.*
Oct. 25 Arvada 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 Standley Lake 7 p.m.*
WHEAT RIDGE FARMERS

Coach: Reid Kahl
2006 record: 13-1
Returning starters: Four offense, four
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, defeat-
ed Loveland 31-15 in championship
game.

Strength: Fast backfield.

Weakness: Three new starters on the
offensive line.

Players to watch: Taylor Aversano, Jr.,
QB-DB, 5-10, 180; Mac Land, Sr., WR-
DB, 6-0, 170; Mack Mulligan, Sr., FB-
LB, 6-1, 205; Parker Orms, Jr., RB-S, 5-
11, 175; Ryan Routzon, Sr., TE-LB, 6-4,
210; R.J. Trione, Sr., OL-DL, 5-11, 235;
Joe Wheeler, Sr., OL-DL, 5-10, 215.

In 2007: Though not as big as last
season, the Farmers are quicker.
Orms will get the majority of touch-
es in the running game. Aversano’s
transfer status remains uncertain. If
he sits, Routzon should take over.
The defense has some holes to fill.
Schedule

Aug. 24 Montrose
Aug. 31 Adams City

7 p.m.
6 p.m.

Sep.7 George Washington 4 p.m.
Sep. 21 ThunderRidge 7 p.m.*
Sep.29 Green Mountain noon*
Oct.4 Arvada 7 p.m.*
Oct. 11 Standley Lake 6 p.m.*
Oct. 19 at Golden 4 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Ralston Valley 7:30 p.m.*
Nov.1 Dakota Ridge 7 p.m.*

Northern
BROOMFIELD EAGLES

Coach: Gary Davies

2006 record: 8-3

Returning starters: Four offense, six
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 21-
14 to Monarch in preliminaries
Strength: Defensive front

Weakness: Not the usual size and
speed

Players to watch: Matt Bellendir, Sr.,
DL, 6-1, 255; Nick Cissimos, Sr., OLB,
6-1, 235; Chip Rollert, FB, Sr., 6-0, 200;
Ryland Snow, RB, Sr., 5-9, 190.

In 2007: The litany of injuries last sea-
son means the Eagles have some
players returning with more varsity
minutes than expected. Snow is a
talented back who can absorb a
beating. Rollert should factor heavy
as a blocker and receiver out of the
backfield.

Schedule

Aug. 31 at Ranum 7 p.m.
Sep.6 at Skyline 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 Greeley Central 7 p.m.*
Sep. 20 Loveland 7 p.m.*
Sep. 27 at Mountain View 7 p.m.*
Oct.4  at Northridge 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 Thompson Valley 4 p.m.*
Oct. 19 at Niwot 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 Longmont 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 at Greeley West 7 p.m.*

GREELEY CENTRAL
WILDCATS

Coach: Mike Heatherly

2006 record: 2-8

Returning starters: Seven offense,
eight defense

Last playoff appearance: 1996

Strength: Senior depth.

Weakness: Inexperienced offensive
line.

Players to watch: Chaise Coffman, Sr.,
RB, 6-1, 185; Kyle Endres, Sr., LB, 5-10,
175; Pat Foster, Sr., OL, 5-8, 185; Rod
Hesse, Sr., RB, 5-6, 155; Jarrod
Magnuson, Sr., OL, 6-1, 267; Mike
McFadden, Sr., WR, 5-11, 155; Drew
Perry, Sr., OL, 5-10, 235; Josh Rangel,
Sr., RB, 5-9, 185; Bart Rodriguez, Sr.,
DL, 6-2, 170; Joe Sinnwell, Sr., OL, 6-0,
180; John Sweeney, Sr., QB, 6-0, 170;
Drew Switzer, Sr., LB, 5-9, 160.

In 2007: More than 20 seniors have
Heatherly thinking the Wildcats will
be much better in his second sea-
son. Improving weekly and maintain-
ing a balanced offense are vital.
Schedule

Aug. 31 Cherokee Trail 7 p.m.
Sep.7 Mountain View 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 at Broomfield 7 p.m.*
Sep.21 at Thompson Valley 7 p.m.*
Sep.29 Niwot 1 p.m.*
Oct.5 at Longmont 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 at Greeley West 7 p.m.*
Oct. 19 Skyline 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 Northridge 7 p.m.*
Nov.3 at Loveland 1p.m*
GREELEY WEST SPARTANS

Coach: Mark Roggy

2006 record: 12-1

Returning starters: Five offense, six
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 28-
21 to Loveland in semifinals.
Strength: Defensive line and lineback-
ers.

Weakness: Replacing three offensive
linemen from last season.

Players to watch: Andrew Downing,
Sr., DE-FB, 5-11, 230; Gavin Miller, Jr.,
LB, 6-1, 253; Rex Morgan, Sr., QB-FS,
6-1, 175; John Rodriguez, Sr., OT-DT, 6-
1, 281; Ethan Schmitt, Sr., RB, 5-10,
170; Justin Waterman, Sr., FB-DE, 6-2,
205.

In 2007: The Spartans look to keep
rolling with a talented quarterback
and nasty defense that has lots of
speed at linebacker. Schmitt is a
playmaker at running back, though
he’s not too seasoned on the varsity.
Schedule

Aug. 31 at Hinkley 6 p.m.

Sep.6 at Thompson Valley 4 p.m.*
Sep. 13 Niwot 7 p.m.*
Sep. 20 at Longmont 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 at Northridge 7 p.m.*
Oct.5  Skyline 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 Greeley Central 7 p.m.*
Oct. 20 Loveland 1 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Mountain View 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 Broomfield 7 p.m.*
LONGMONT TROJANS

Coach: Doug Johnson

2006 record: 4-6

Returning starters: Seven offense, six
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2004

Strength: Competitive depth.
Weakness: Tough league and non-
league schedules.

Players to watch: Reggie Andersen,
Sr., QB, 6-3, 185; Stefan Andersen, Sr.,
DB-RB, 5-6, 150; Beau Brittenham, Sr.,
RB-DB, 6-3, 185; Ryan Buckmaster,
Sr., TE-DE, 6-5, 205; Brian Graham, Jr.,
DL, 6-2, 205; Casey Honeycutt, Sr., OL-
DL, 6-3, 285; E.J. Kreis, Jr., S, 5-10, 170;
Tyson Martinez, Sr., RB, 5-11, 180;
Jason Spicer, Sr., LB, 5-9, 175; Bob
Switzer, Sr., OL-DL, 6-0, 275.

In 2007: The Trojans should be "back
to playing Longmont football,"
Johnson says. Nearly every position
has capable players, and the experi-
ence is spread evenly. Look for only
minor scheme changes.

Schedule

Aug. 30 at Fort Collins 6 p.m.
Sep.7 Niwot 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 at Northridge 7 p.m.*
Sep. 20 Greeley West 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 at Skyline 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 Greeley Central 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 at Loveland 7 p.m.*
Oct. 18 Mountain View 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Broomfield 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 Thompson Valley 7 p.m.*

LOVELAND INDIANS

Coach: John Poovey

2006 record: 10-4

Returning starters: Two offense, five
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 31-
15 to Wheat Ridge in championship
game.

Strength: Defense and skill-position
players.

Weakness: Inexperienced offensive
linemen.

Players to watch: Collin Klein, Sr., QB,
6-6, 212; Jesse Lewis, Sr., RB-DB, 5-6,
170; Kodi McPherson, Sr., DE, 5-11,
195; Travis Nuziard, Sr., LB, 5-10, 235;
Heath Stephenson, Sr., LB, 5-7, 225;
Luke Vandenburg, Sr., FB, 5-10, 195.
In 2007: Poovey believes the Indians
can be as good or better than last
season, which says a lot. Lewis is a
game-breaker and Klein rounds out
an offense that has more weapons.
The defense will be stingy, as usual.
Schedule

Sep.7 Northridge 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 at Mountain View 7 p.m.*
Sep. 20 at Broomfield 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Thompson Valley 7 p.m.*
Oct.4  at Niwot 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 Longmont 7 p.m.*
Oct. 20 at Greeley West 1 p.m.*
Oct. 25 at Skyline 7 p.m.*
Nov.3 Greeley Central 1 p.m.*
MOUNTAIN VIEW

MOUNTAIN LIONS

Coach: Bart Mayes

2006 record: 1-9

Returning starters: Four offense, five
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2005
Strength: Linebackers.

Weakness: Plenty of youth.

Players to watch: Brett Boyer, Jr., OL,
6-2, 230; Dylan Busser, Sr., LB, 6-1,
177; Blake Steiert, DT, 5-10, 230.

In 2007: The Mountain Lions are
young but excited. They will start a
lot of juniors and sophomores, and
will run more option on offense.
Better blocking is vital.

Schedule

Aug. 31 Golden 7 p.m.
Sep.7 at Greeley Central 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 Loveland 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 at Northridge 7 p.m.*
Sep. 27 Broomfield 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 at Thompson Valley 7 p.m.*
Oct. 11 Niwot 7 p.m.*
Oct. 18 at Longmont 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 Greeley West 7 p.m.*
Nov.2  Skyline 7 p.m.*
NIWOT COUGARS

Coach: Ron Tesone

2006 record: 6-4

Returning starters: Four offense, six
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2005

Strength: Defense, especially the sec-
ondary.

Weakness: Lack of depth at receiver
and running back.

Players to watch: Clay Burns, Sr., RB,
5-8, 165; Jon Cooper, Sr., OT, 6-2, 315;
Cody Lahman, Jr., QB, 5-11, 180; Luke
Lahman, Sr., DB, 5-10, 175; Robert
Ogez, Sr., SS, 5-11, 175; Ben Packard,
Sr., DE-TE, 6-3, 215; Kevin Paterra, Sr.,
G, 6-0, 230; Jeff Roueche, Jr., LB, 6-2,
195; Zane Sigafoos, Sr., LB, 5-11, 185.
In 2007: The Cougars held their own
last season in a tough league. They
have size and talent, though the
defensive line is thin and will require
some creative scheming. The offen-
sive line looks solid.

Schedule

Aug. 30 Legacy 7 p.m.
Sep.7 at Longmont 7 p.m.*
Sep. 13 at Greeley West 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 Skyline 7 p.m.*
Sep. 29 at Greeley Central 1 p.m.*
Oct.4  Loveland 7 p.m.*
Oct. 11 at Mountain View 7 p.m.*
Oct. 19 Broomfield 7 p.m.*
Oct. 25 at Thompson Valley 7 p.m.*
Nov.1 Northridge 7 p.m.*
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NORTHRIDGE GRIZZLIES
Coach: Jeff Fulton

2006 record: 7-3

Returning starters: Three offense, four
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2005

Strength: Versatility.

Weakness: Lack of speed on the
edges.

Players to watch: Damon Cantrell, Jr.,
DB-RB, 5-9, 170; Steven Duvall, Sr.,
WR, 6-3, 175; Angelo Gallegos, Sr., TE-
DE, 6-1, 225; Chance Green, Sr., QB, 6-
4, 215; Tim Saucedo, Sr., C, 6-2, 270;
Bryce Spencer, Sr., WR, 6-4, 210;
Cameron Williams, Sr., DL-FB, 6-2,
240.

In 2007: In their second 4A season,
the Grizzlies are as big up front as
ever. But are they tough enough to
play with the league’s big boys? The
offense remains a variable attack
and good execution has become a

staple.

Schedule

Aug. 30 Windsor 7 p.m.
Sep.7 at Loveland 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 Longmont 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 Mountain View 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Greeley West 7 p.m.*
Oct.4  Broomfield 7 p.m.*
Oct. 11 at Skyline 7 p.m.*
Oct. 19 at Thompson Valley 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Greeley Central 7 p.m.*
Nov.1 at Niwot 7 p.m.*
SKYLINE FALCONS

Coach: Kevin Rice

2006 record: 1-9

Returning starters: Six offense, six
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2000

Strength: Depth at the skill positions.
Weakness: Lack of depth on both
lines.

Players to watch: Derrick Bleeker, Jr.,
TE-S, 6-6, 200; Curt Colburn, Sr., QB,
6-0, 175; Nate Czapran, Sr., OL-DE, 6-5,
270; Jacob Garcia, Sr., S-WR, 6-2, 180;
Kyle Rademacher, Sr., LB-FB, 6-1, 200;
Cameron Tafoya, Sr., RB-S, 5-10, 165;
Tyler Vavrina, So., RB, 5-11, 190; Kaleb
Wagy, Sr., DB-WR, 6-0, 175.

In 2007: Rice’s arrival means the third
offensive system in three years for
the Falcons. They will run a tradition-
al pro-style offense and a 4-3, cover-
2 defense. Participation is up,
though, as are hopes.

Schedule

Aug. 31 at Silver Creek 7 p.m.
Sep.6 Broomfield 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 Thompson Valley 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 at Niwot 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Longmont 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 at Greeley West 7 p.m.*
Oct. 11 Northridge 7 p.m.*
Oct. 19 at Greeley Central 7 p.m.*
Oct. 25 Loveland 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 at Mountain View 7 p.m.*
THOMPSON VALLEY
EAGLES

Coach: Brian Inman

2006 record: 2-8

Returning starters: Seven offense, six
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2005
Strength: Good experience, particu-
larly on defense.

Weakness: Learning new defensive
system.

Players to watch: Jordan Erlich, Sr.,
DE-TE, 6-4, 245; Nate Meiers, Sr., FS-
SE, 6-0, 165; Eric Mestas, Sr., OB, 5-8,
175; Johnny Ortega, Sr., RB-LB, 6-0,
190; Chris Pelle, Jr., LB-RB, 6-0, 185;
Alex Remmo, Jr., OL, 6-6, 260; Stefan
Wilson, Jr., DL-OL, 6-3, 250.

In 2007: The Eagles will run a no-hud-
dle offense and plan to put Mestas
in a shotgun formation to help his
sightlines. Running the ball remains
a priority. The defense has been
overhauled and, one hopes,

upgraded.

Schedule

Aug. 31 at Ralston Valley 4 p.m.
Sep.6 Greeley West 4 p.m.*
Sep. 14 at Skyline 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 Greeley Central 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 at Loveland 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 Mountain View 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 at Broomfield 4 p.m.*
Oct. 19 Northridge 7 p.m.*
Oct. 25 Niwot 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 at Longmont 7 p.m.*

Pikes Peak
CORONADO COUGARS

Coach: Jeremy Kane

2006 record: 3-7

Returning starters: One offense, two
defense

Last playoff appearance: 1991

Strength: Team athleticism.
Weakness: Lack of experience.
Players to watch: Matt Cobb, Sr., QB-
FS, 6-1, 185; Everett Farr, Jr., RB-LB, 5-
8, 165; Chris Fries, Jr., DT-G, 6-1, 230;
Tyler Gniadek, Sr., OT, 6-2, 270; Nick
Keter, Sr., G, 5-11, 200.

In 2007: The Cougars will feel the
sting of graduating 26 seniors on last
year’s team, though good speed at
the skill positions should be a cush-
ion. The offensive line is bigger.
Winning close games would be an
improvement.

Schedule

Aug. 31 Wasson 7 p.m.
Sep.7 atSierra 7 p.m.
Sep. 13 Pueblo East 7 p.m.*
Sep. 22 Rampart 1p.m*
Sep. 28 at Pine Creek 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 at Pueblo Centenn. 7 p.m.*
Oct. 11 Ftn.-Ft. Carson 7 p.m.*
Oct. 18 Pueblo West 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Mitchell 7:30 p.m.*
Nov.1 at Widefield 7 p.m.*
FOUNTAIN-FORT CARSON
TROJANS

Coach: Mitch Johnson

2006 record: 10-2

Returning starters: Four offense, five
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 40-9
to Wheat Ridge in quarterfinals.
Strength: Team fitness.

Weakness: Unproven running backs
and linemen.

Players to watch: Paul Barker, Sr., G, 5-
10, 190; Marcus Burge, Jr., RB, 5-9,
180; Michael Deborja, Jr., WR, 6-1,
180; Devyn Harris, Jr., WR-DB, 6-3,
195; Michael Hinton, Sr., WR, 5-11,
175; Blake Johnson, Sr., WR, 5-11, 165;
Will Paddock, Sr., QB, 6-4, 200; Guy
Sergent, Sr., LB-TE, 6-2, 205; James
Sexton, Jr., OT-DE, 6-3, 210; Ethan
Wilson, Sr., LB, 5-10, 175; Sam Wright,
Sr., LB, 5-9, 190.

In 2007: The Trojans didn’t get any
big-time military transfers, but
Johnson feels good about what he
has. The Trojans will be strong at
linebacker and receiver, which is
good for the experienced Paddock.
;I'he running game needs to grow up
ast.

Schedule

Aug. 31 at Cafion City 7 p.m
Sep.6 at Rampart 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 Mitchell 7 p.m.*
Sep. 22 at Pine Creek 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Widefield 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 Pueblo East 7 p.m.*
Oct. 11 at Coronado 7 p.m.*
Oct. 18 Pueblo Centennial 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Pueblo West 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 at Cheyenne Mtn. 7 p.m

MITCHELL MARAUDERS

Coach: Archie Malloy

2006 record: 3-7

Returning starters: Six offense, seven
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2002

Strength: Good speed and experience
in secondary.

Weakness: Need to replace a center
and guard from last year’s offensive
ine.

Players to watch: Curt Barr, Jr., LB-G,
5-7, 165; Michael Berry, Sr., RB-LB, 5-
10, 200; Isaac Davidson, Sr., WR-FS, 6-
2, 185; Dominique Hagens, Sr., RB-DB,
5-10, 164; Malcolm Johnson, Sr., WR-
DB, 5-11, 165; Brad Reeves, Jr., OL-DL,
5-11, 200; John White, Sr., OL-DL, 5-11,
206.

In 2007: The Marauders finished 2006
strong and believe their young play-
ers have grown up. Davidson will be
the primary playmaker, but there are
a lot of weapons at the skill posi-
tions. The defense remains a 4-3
alignment and should create plenty
of pressure.

Schedule

Aug. 30 Mesa Ridge 7 p.m.
Sep.7 at Pueblo West 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 at Ftn.-Ft. Carson 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 Pueblo East 7 p.m.*
Sep. 27 at Wasson 7 p.m.
Oct.5 at Widefield 7 p.m.*
Oct. 13 Rampart 1p.m*
Oct. 20 at Pine Creek 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 Coronado 7:30 p.m.*
Nov.1 Pueblo Centennial 7 p.m.*

PINE CREEK EAGLES

Coach: Todd Miller

2006 record: 9-2

Returning starters: Four offense, three
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 28-
14 to ThunderRidge in preliminaries.
Strength: Offensive and defensive
lines.

Weakness: Filling holes in the back-
field and secondary and at receiver.
Players to watch: Jake Divich, Sr., DB-
WR, 6-0, 160; John Hall, Sr., 5-8, 175,
FS-RB; Grant Jamssen, Sr., DL-FB, 6-0,
225; Dan Lieber, Sr., LB, 5-9, 175;
Doug Luebe, Sr., OL-DL, 6-0, 220; Cory
Meza, Sr., OL-DL, 6-3, 250; Matt
Milloy, Sr., OT, 6-3, 230; Jake
Roberson, Sr., QB, 6-0, 210.

In 2007: Fifteen talented seniors gone
from last year’s team. But Miller
sees talent, size on the bread-and-
butter line and lots of hard work
from his players. Will that translate
into good football? If the players
step up, the Eagles will make a push
for the playoffs.

Schedule

Aug. 31 Air Academy 7 p.m.

Sep.6 at Pueblo Centennial7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 at Rampart 7 p.m.*
Sep. 22 Ftn.-Ft. Carson 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Coronado 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 at Pueblo West 7 p.m.*
Oct. 13 Widefield 7 p.m.*
Oct. 20 Mitchell 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Liberty 7 p.m.
Nov.3  at Pueblo East 7 p.m.*
PUEBLO CENTENNIAL
BULLDOGS

Coach: Mike Palumbo

2006 record: 6-4

Returning starters: Three offense, four
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2004
Strength: Defense

Weakness: Inexperience all over
Players to watch: Andre Andrini, Jr.,
QB-LB, 5-10, 190; Michael Bechina,
Sr., FB-LB, 6-0, 200; Dylan Griggs, Sr.,
RB-DB, 5-7, 160; Roger
Pfannenschmid, Sr., OL-DL, 6-3, 240.
In 2007: Palumbo, a two-year assis-
tant, won’t change much, except
opening up the option attack a little
more. The offensive and defensive
lines should be good, although los-
ing 18 seniors hurts. First three
games are nasty.

Schedule

Aug. 31 Pueblo South 7 p.m
Sep.6 Pine Creek 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 at Widefield 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 at Pueblo Central 7 p.m
Sep. 27 Rampart 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 Coronado 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 at Pueblo West 7 p.m.*
Oct. 18 at Ftn.-Ft. Carson 7 p.m.*
Oct. 25 Pueblo East 7 p.m.*
Nov.1 at Mitchell 7 p.m.*
PUEBLO EAST EAGLES

Coach: David Ramirez

2006 record: 1-9

Returning starters: Seven offense,
seven defense

Last playoff appearance: 1996
Strength: Depth and experience at
the skill positions.

Weakness: Team is young.

Players to watch: Ryan Gallo, Jr., OL-
DL, 5-9, 184; Andrew Galvan, Sr., QB,
6-1, 180; Mike Sandoval, Sr., WR-KR-
DB, 5-10, 140; Nick Taibi, Jr., TE-DE, 6-
1, 215; Vince Trujillo, Sr., FB-LB, 5-9,
194; Jordan Ward, Jr., QB-WR-DB, 6-2,
171.

In 2007: Ramirez arrived from
Coronado and is wiping the slate
clean. Attitudes are changing. The
offense will try to control the ball
and the defense will run a 4-4
scheme. Only 10 seniors are playing,
but Ramirez believes the Eagles will
surprise folks.

Schedule

Aug. 30 Pueblo Central 7 p.m.
Sep.7  Widefield 7 p.m.*
Sep. 13 at Coronado 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 at Mitchell 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Pueblo West 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 at Ftn.-Ft. Carson 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 Pueblo South 7 p.m.
Oct. 19 at Rampart 7 p.m.*
Oct. 25 at Pueblo Centennial7 p.m.*
Nov.3  Pine Creek 7 p.m.*
PUEBLO WEST CYCLONES

Coach: Monte Pinkerton

2006 record: 5-5

Returning starters: Nine offense, seven
defense

Last playoff appearance: 1998
Strength: Running game.

Weakness: Inexperience at quarter-
back.

Players to watch: Tony Chavarria, Sr.,
LB, 6-0, 210; Zach Fillmore, Sr., DB, 5-
9, 160; Justin Jackson, Sr., RB, 5-9,
190; Craig Rush, Sr., OT, 6-4, 260;
Austin Swin, Sr., DE, 6-1, 210; Ryan
Wormington, Sr., WR-DB, 5-10, 180.
In 2007: If the Cyclones surprised
anyone in their first 4A season, it
won’t happen again. Jackson
impressed all watchers, and having
16 returning starters bodes well. The
power offense needs some balance.
Schedule

Sep.1 at Pueblo County 7 p.m.
Sep.7 Mitchell 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 at Cafon City 7 p.m.
Sep.21 Widefield 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 at Pueblo East 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 Pine Creek 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 Pueblo Centennial 7 p.m.*
Oct. 18 at Coronado 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 Ftn.-Ft. Carson 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 Rampart 7 p.m.*
RAMPART RAMS

Coach: Dan Olson

2006 record: 4-6

Returning starters: Six offense, four
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2004

Strength: Speed at the skill positions.
Weakness: Team is green up front.
Players to watch: Zack Carlton, Sr.,
WR-FS, 5-10, 160; Kreg Jones, Jr., TE,
6-2, 185; Greg Ohlfs, Sr., DL, 5-10, 195;
Drew Pierce, Jr., OL-DL, 6-4, 280; Tee
Rodriguez, Sr., LB, 6-0, 210.

In 2007: A solid junior class got ample
playing time last season and should
make an impact. The Rams have the
bodies up front, but will have to
prove they can hold up an offense
that had two solid running backs
and likes to throw.

Schedule

Aug. 30 at Liberty 7 p.m.
Sep.6  Ftn.-Ft. Carson 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 Pine Creek 7 p.m.*
Sep. 22 at Coronado 1 p.m.*
Sep. 27 at Pueblo Centenn. 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 Air Academy 7 p.m.
Oct. 13 at Mitchell 1 p.m.*
Oct. 19 Pueblo East 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Widefield 7 p.m.*
Nov.2  Pueblo West 7 p.m.*
WIDEFIELD GLADIATORS

Coach: Bill Cooke

2006 record: 4-6

Returning starters: Eight offense, eight
defense

Last playoff appearance: 1996

Strength: Depth and experience at
most positions.

Weakness: Lack of depth at quarter-
back.

Players to watch: Julien McCullom, Sr.,
RB, 6-3, 215; Sam Smith, Sr., G, 6-3,
265; Jason Toth, Sr., C, 6-1, 240; Zeb
Vargas, Sr., QB, 6-0, 185.

In 2007: The Gladiators will continue
to run a no-huddle offense, but
should rush the ball more than pass
it this season. Cooke moves to call-
ing a defense that gave up 24.7
points per game last season. The
Gladiators could be a handful if they
get rolling.

Schedule

Aug. 31 Cheyenne Mountain 7 p.m.

Sep.7 at Pueblo East 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 Pueblo Centennial 7 p.m.*
Sep.21 at Pueblo West 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 at Ftn.-Ft. Carson 7 p.m.*
Oct.5  Mitchell 7 p.m.*
Oct. 13 at Pine Creek 7 p.m.*
Oct. 20 at Mesa Ridge 1p.m.
Oct. 26 Rampart 7 p.m.*
Nov.1 Coronado 7 p.m.*

Skyline

ADAMS CITY EAGLES

Coach: Israel Tomas

2006 record: 1-9

Returning starters: Eight offense, eight
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2005

Strength: Backfield and offensive line.
Weakness: Inexperienced linebackers.
Players to watch: Raykeat Jentry, Jr.,
RB, 5-8, 160; Leroy Vigil, Sr., OL-LB, 6-
0, 260; Eloy Martinez, Sr., LB-QB-RB,
6-0, 165; Brian Scott, So., FB-LB, 5-8
185; Cody Reese, Jr., C-DE, 5-6, 220;
Ricky Romero, So., DB-WR, 5-5, 120.

In 2007: The young players of last
season are bigger, stronger and
more comfortable with Tomas’ sys-
tem the second time around. The
offensive line is good, but depth
there is a concern. A tough schedule
will provide plenty of tests.

Schedule

Aug. 25 at Westminster 1 p.m.*
Aug. 31 at Wheat Ridge 6 p.m.
Sep.7 at Aurora Central 6 p.m.*
Sep. 15 Hinkley 7 p.m.*
Sep. 22 West 10 a.m.
Oct.5 Cherokee Trail 7 p.m.*
Oct. 13 Ranum 1p.m*
Oct. 19 Littleton 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Brighton 7 p.m.*
Nov.1 at Monarch 6 p.m.*
AURORA CENTRAL
TROJANS

Coach: David Hall

2006 record: 6-4

Returning starters: Five offense, seven
defense

Last playoff appearance: 1991

Strength: Defense and running back.
Weakness: Quarterback.

Players to watch: Josh Acevedo, Sr.,
DT, 5-10, 220; Renelson Archelus, Sr.,
RB, 5-6, 160; Darius Johnson, Sr., SS,
5-10, 172; Chris Kelly, Sr., OL-LB-DL, 6-
1, 235; Mike Syring, NG, 5-10, 245;
Brock Veasley, Sr., RB-DB, 5-10, 160.
In 2007: Replacing an all-state quar-
terback and tight end is a daunting
task for the Trojans, who need to
limit fatigue and special-teams
breakdowns. The running tandem of
Archelus and Veasley will be special.
Schedule

Aug. 30 at John F. Kennedy 4 p.m.
Sep.7 Adams City 6 p.m.*
Sep. 14 at Ranum 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 Cherokee Trail 4 p.m.*
Sep. 28 at Monarch 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 at Hinkley 6 p.m.*
Oct. 13 at Westminster 1 p.m.*
Oct. 18 Brighton 6 p.m.*
Oct. 26 Lincoln 6 p.m
Nov.1 at Littleton 7 p.m.*

BRIGHTON BULLDOGS

Coach: Tom Ritter

2006 record: 6-4

Returning starters: Five offense, five
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2003

Strength: Offensive line.

Weakness: Holes to fill in the second-
ary.

Players to watch: Jay Fraser, Sr., LB, 6-
1, 190; Ben Jackson, Jr., OL-DL, 6-1,
260; Andrew Major, Sr., OL, 6-1, 260;
David Reinhart, Sr., DE, 6-2, 210;
Detrick Turney, Sr., RB-DB, 5-9, 170.
In 2007: The Bulldogs don’t have the
individual talent they did last sea-
son, but should be better as a team.
More size is nice, but the Bulldogs
will have less team speed. The run-
ning game and interior defense will

be strong.

Schedule

Aug. 31 Dakota Ridge 7 p.m.
Sep.8 at Hinkley 1p.m*
Sep. 14 East 7 p.m.
Sep. 21 at Ranum 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Littleton 7 p.m.*
Oct.5  Westminster 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 Monarch 7 p.m.*
Oct. 18 at Aurora Central 6 p.m.*
Oct. 26 Adams City 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 at Cherokee Trail 7 p.m.*
CHEROKEE TRAIL
COUGARS

Coach: Monte Thelen

2006 record: 9-2

Returning starters: Five offense, six
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 23-
21 to Montrose in preliminaries.
Strength: Talented underclassmen.
Weakness: Lack of size.

Players to watch: Niko Allen, Jr., DB-
RB, 5-8, 160; Jordan Bible, Sr., LB, 5-
10, 200; Jon DiGiorgio, Sr., OL, 6-0,
180; Kenny Hall, Sr., DB, 6-0, 175;
Antoine Jones, Jr., RB-DB, 5-10, 160;
Luke Lovato, Sr., DE, 6-3, 200; Beldy
Nseka, Sr., DE-RB, 6-0, 190; Beau
Schneider, Sr., LB-RB, 6-0, 190; Cliff
Taylor, Sr., G, 5-11, 200; Tommy
Waldschmidt, Jr., OL, 6-2, 200; Gabe
Walsh, Sr., QB, 6-2, 210; Patrick
Wilson, Jr., DL, 6-2, 220.

In 2007: Walsh is one of the top QBs
around, but he lost some great tar-
gets. The Cougars have four capable
running backs, led by Schneider, and
might have more balance. Not a big
team, but deep and mobile.

Schedule

Aug. 31 at Greeley Central 7 p.m.
Sep.7 at Monarch 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 Littleton 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 at Aurora Central 4 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Ranum 4 p.m.*
Oct.5 at Adams City 7 p.m.*
Oct. 11 Hinkley 7 p.m.*
Oct. 19 North 7:30 p.m.
Oct. 27 at Westminster 1 p.m.*
Nov.2 Brighton 7 p.m.*
HINKLEY THUNDERBIRDS

Coach: Bob Bozied

2006 record: 3-7

Returning starters: Four offense, five
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2000

Strength: Defensive line and lineback-
ers.

Weakness: Holes on the offensive line
and at receiver.

Players to watch: Pat Benedetto, Sr.,
QB-FS, 5-10, 165; Lesean Burdett, Sr.,
DT, 5-11, 240; William Clayton, Sr., LB,
5-11, 190; Devin Dawson, Sr., DT, 5-10,
240; Donnie Jones, Sr., WR, 5-10, 165;
Justin McCash, Sr., DB-RB, 5-5, 140;
Berez Mensah, Sr., DB-RB, 5-8, 160;
Jose Torres, Jr., C, 6-1, 230; Joe
Williams, Jr., FB, 5-11, 185.

In 2007: The Thunderbirds need to fig-
ure out how to use their speed on
offense. They probably won’t pass as
much this season while striving for
balance. The defense will be better

up front.

Schedule

Aug. 31 Greeley West 6 p.m.
Sep.8 Brighton 1 p.m.*
Sep. 15 at Adams City 7 p.m.*
Sep. 20 Westminster 6 p.m.*
Sep. 27 South 5 p.m.
Oct.5  Aurora Central 6 p.m.*
Oct. 11 at Cherokee Trail 7 p.m.*
Oct. 19 at Monarch 7 p.m.*
Oct. 27 at Littleton 2 p.m.*
Nov.2 Ranum 6 p.m.*

LITTLETON LIONS

Coach: Chad Koepke

2006 record: 8-3

Returning starters: Three offense, two
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 28-
13 to Fountain-Fort Carson in prelimi-
naries.

Strength: Team speed.

Weakness: Team inexperience.
Players to watch: Luke Biewick, Sr., S,
5-8, 160; Jack Christofferson, Jr., DE,
6-2, 185; Justin Kirchner, Jr., RB-DB, 6-
2, 185; Derrick Schmitz, Jr., OL, 6-1,
225; Matt Vogle, Sr., C, 6-2, 220.

In 2007: The Lions will have mostly
juniors and sophomores after gradu-
ating 28 seniors from last year’s
team. But strong participation and
work ethic should keep them suc-
cessful.

Schedule

Sep.1 East 10 a.m.
Sep.7 Westminster 7 p.m.*
Sep. 14 at Cherokee Trail 7 p.m.*
Sep.20 Monarch 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 at Brighton 7 p.m.*
Oct.5 at Ranum 7 p.m.*
Oct. 12 John F. Kennedy 7 p.m.
Oct. 19 at Adams City 7 p.m.*
Oct. 27 Hinkley 2 p.m.*
Nov.1 Aurora Central 7 p.m.*

MONARCH COYOTES

Coach: Phil Bravo

2006 record: 11-1

Returning starters: Five offense, seven
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 17-0
to Ralston Valley in quarterfinals.
Strength: Team speed.

Weakness: Lack of depth on the lines.
Players to watch: Cameron Brown, Sr.,
LB, 5-11, 215; Tyler Church, Sr., DT, 6-
0, 265; Tyler Hamlin, Sr., LB, 6-2, 205;
Denver Powell, Sr., SS, 6-3, 185; Cale
Soole, Sr., RB, 5-11, 185; Trevor Soole,
Sr., OL, 6-0, 245.

In 2007: The Coyotes again will be very
good and very hard to stop. The added
wrinkle is speed, which will give the
offense more breakaway plays and the
defense more containment.

Schedule

Aug. 31 Eaglecrest 7 p.m.
Sep.7 Cherokee Trail 7 p.m.*
Sep. 15 at Westminster 1p.m.*
Sep. 20 at Littleton 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 Aurora Central 7 p.m.*
Oct.6  George Washington 4 p.m.
Oct. 12 at Brighton 7 p.m.*
Oct. 19 Hinkley 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Ranum 7 p.m.*
Nov.1 Adams City 6 p.m.*

RANUM RAIDERS

Coach: Matt Brothers

2006 record: 3-7

Returning starters: Two offense, one
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2004

Strength: Offensive line.

Weakness: Inexperience on defense
and in the backfield.

Players to watch: Moises Alcala, Jr.,
OL-DL, 6-3, 303; Alfonso Aragon, Sr.,
LB, 5-8, 210; Matt Edwards, Jr., TE, 6-
5, 205; Mike Harrison, Sr., WR-DB, 6-2,
190; Tyler Hensel, Sr., C, 5-9, 235;
Mike Jarvis, Sr., TE-LB, 6-3, 195; Gabe
Lucero, Sr., RB, 5-8, 165; Donald
Maria, Sr., LB, 5-8, 200; Edgar
Marmelajo, Jr., OT, 6-3, 298; Roman
Ortega, Sr., WR, 5-8, 150.

In 2007: A young quarterback will have
a lot to say about the Raiders’ success,
but the line should give him time. The
defense has a new coordinator and
will have a more aggressive look.
Schedule

Aug. 31 Broomfield 7 p.m.
Sep.8 North 4 p.m.
Sep. 14 Aurora Central 7 p.m.*
Sep. 21 Brighton 7 p.m.*
Sep. 28 at Cherokee Trail 4 p.m.*
Oct.5 Littleton 7 p.m.*
Oct. 13 at Adams City 1p.m.*
Oct. 20 at Westminster 11 a.m.*
Oct. 26 Monarch 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 at Hinkley 6 p.m.*
WESTMINSTER WARRIORS

Coach: Harry McCluskey Jr.

2006 record: 3-7

Returning starters: Seven offense,
seven defense

Last playoff appearance: 1991

Strength: Team has 16 seniors.
Weakness: Coach didn’t get the job
until the end of July.

Players to watch: Zachary Anaya, Sr.,
TE-LB, 6-0, 200; Joquin Avila, Sr., RB-
DB, 5-8, 185; Andrew Cedberry, Sr.,
OL, 5-9, 220; Robert Martinez, Sr., OL-
DL, 6-1, 215; Derek McBride, Sr., WR-
DB, 5-8, 145; Alen Mujic, Sr., FB, 5-8,
220; Josh Pfeifer, Sr., WR, 5-9, 150;
Steven Rice, Sr., OB, 5-11, 175; Erik
Rosales, Sr., RB-LB, 5-7, 190.

In 2007: McCluskey takes over and is
trying to build confidence. The
offense will have multiple forma-
tions and the defense will be in a 4-4
alignment. The running game should
be very good.

Schedule

Aug. 25 Adams City 1p.m.*
Aug. 31 South 4 p.m.
Sep.7 at Littleton 7 p.m.*
Sep. 15 Monarch 1p.m*
Sep. 20 at Hinkley 6 p.m.*
Sep. 29 at Montrose 1p.m.
Oct.5 at Brighton 7 p.m.*
Oct. 13 Aurora Central 1p.m.*
Oct. 20 Ranum 11 a.m.*
Oct. 27 Cherokee Trail 1p.m*
Southwestern

CENTRAL (G.J.) WARRIORS

Coach: Vern McGee

2006 record: 1-9

Returning starters: Two offense, four
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2004
Strength: Team speed.

Weakness: Lack of size.

Players to watch: Ethan Brown, Sr.,
WR-LB, 6-2, 185; Nolan Curtis, Jr., RB,
5-9, 155; Trent Harris, Jr., LB, 5-11,
200; Clay Kame, Jr., QB, 6-1, 165;
Charlie Payton, Jr., LB, 6-2, 190; Joe
Truijillo, Sr., RB-DB, 5-10, 165.

In 2007: The Warriors have few sen-
iors and there isn’t much depth on
the offensive line. Curtis will be
moved around to get him the ball in
the open field.

Schedule

Aug. 24 Standley Lake 4 p.m.
Aug. 31 Palisade 7 p.m.
Sep.8 at ThunderRidge 7 p.m.
Sep. 14 at Alamosa 4 p.m.
Sep. 21 Fruita Monument 7 p.m.
Sep. 28 Rifle 7 p.m.
Oct. 12 at Durango 7 p.m.*
Oct. 19 at East 7 p.m.
Oct. 27 Montrose 1p.m*
Nov.2 at Grand Junction 7 p.m.*

DURANGO DEMONS

Coach: Kyle Davis

2006 record: 5-5

Returning starters: Five offense, six
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2001

Strength: Offensive line, linebackers.
Weakness: Defensive backs.

Players to watch: Will Hunsaker, Sr., DE-
TE, 6-1, 235; Jake Landers, Sr., OL-DL, 6-
3, 290; Ben Lemon, So., FB-LB, 5-11, 185;
Collen O’Bryan, Sr., QB, 5-10, 160.

In 2007: Davis, a native Coloradan,
makes his debut with a Navy-style
option offense and a 4-3 pressure
defense.

Schedule

Aug. 25 at Palisade 1p.m.
Aug. 31 at Kirtland, N.M. 7 p.m.
Sep.7 Farmington, N.M. 7 p.m.
Sep. 14 at Aztec, N.M. 7 p.m.
Sep. 21 Piedra Vista, N.M. 7 p.m.
Sep. 28 Fruita Monument 7 p.m.
Oct.5 at Pagosa Springs 7 p.m.
Oct. 12 Central (G.J.) 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 at Grand Junction 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 at Montrose 7 p.m.*
GRAND JUNCTION TIGERS

Coach: Shawn Marsh

2006 record: 6-3

Returning starters: Six offense, six
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2005

Strength: Offensive and defensive lines.
Weakness: New linebackers.

Players to watch: Kevin Ballard, Sr., C-
DE, 6-2, 225; Doug Brady, Sr., OT-DE,
6-2, 235; Matt Cessario, Sr., OL-DT, 6-
6, 275; Danny Field, Sr., FS-WR, 6-1,
185; Ross Koepsell, Sr., QB, 6-1, 185;
Tyler Palmer, Jr., FB-DB, 6-1, 185;
Robert Tucker, Sr., OL-LB, 6-2, 230;
Isaac Valentine, Sr., OL-DL, 6-6, 300;
Tyler Volkman, Sr., OL-LB, 6-2, 235.

In 2007: An offensive line seven play-
ers deep makes a solid foundation,
but the nonleague schedule is tough.
Schedule

Aug. 24 Cottonwood, Utah 8 p.m.
Aug. 31 at Overland 7:30 p.m.
Sep.8 at Green Mountain 11 a.m.
Sep. 14 ThunderRidge 7 p.m.

Sep. 28 Vista Murrieta, Calif. 7:30 p.m.

Oct.5 at Fruita Monument 7 p.m.
Oct. 13 at Montbello 4 p.m.
Oct. 19 at Montrose 7 p.m.*
Oct. 26 Durango 7 p.m.*
Nov.2 Central (G.J.) 7 p.m.*
MONTROSE INDIANS

Coach: Todd Casebier

2006 record: 9-3

Returning starters: Five offense, four
defense

Last playoff appearance: 2006, lost 28-
24 to Loveland in quarterfinals.
Strength: Offensive and defensive
lines, and quarterback.

Weakness: Holes to fill in the second-
ary and at linebacker.

Players to watch: Ron Catlin, Sr., 5-11,
200, OL-LB; Spensor Colby, Sr., 6-2, 200,
OL-DL; Kirk English, Jr., 5-11, 175, QB-
DB; Brandon Jones, Sr., 6-3, 285, OL-DL;
Jeremy Jones, Sr., 6-2, 195, RB-LB-P;
Brian Rumbaugh, Jr., 6-1, 195, LB-TE.

In 2007: The Indians will have a young
team. But English and the linemen
are seasoned. Jeremy Jones, also a
great punter, will have a big role in
the running game.

Schedule

Aug. 24 at Wheat Ridge 7 p.m.
Aug. 31 Delta 7 p.m.
Sep.8 at Golden noon
Sep. 15 at Fruita Monument 7 p.m.
Sep.29 Westminster 1 p.m.
Oct.5 at Piedra Vista, N.M. 7 p.m.

Oct. 12 Fossil Ridge 4 p.m.
Oct. 19 Grand Junction 7 p.m.*
Oct. 27 at Central (G.J.) 1p.m*
Nov.2 Durango 7 p.m.*



