
Mets’ Orlando
Hernandez:
11-11, 4.66

METS STATISTICS
BATTERS AVG AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB
Lo Duca .318 512 80 163 39 1 5 49 24 38 3
Wright .311 582 96 181 40 5 26 116 66 113 20
Chavez .306 353 48 108 22 5 4 42 24 44 12
Reyes .300 647 122 194 30 17 19 81 53 81 64
Green .277 530 73 147 31 3 15 66 45 82 4
Beltran .275 510 127 140 38 1 41 116 95 99 18
Franco .273 165 14 45 10 0 2 26 13 49 6
Valentin .271 384 56 104 24 3 18 62 37 71 6
Delgado .265 524 89 139 30 2 38 114 74 120 0
Floyd .244 332 45 81 19 1 11 44 29 58 6
Milledge .241 166 14 40 7 2 4 22 12 39 1
Castro .238 126 13 30 7 0 4 12 15 40 0
Woodward .216 222 25 48 10 1 3 25 23 55 1
Tucker .196 56 3 11 4 0 1 6 16 14 2
Ledee .188 85 8 16 6 0 2 9 6 16 1
A. Hernandz .152 66 4 10 1 1 1 3 1 12 0
DiFelice .080 25 3 2 1 0 0 1 5 10 0
Totals .264 5558 834 1469 323 41 200 800 547 1071 146

PITCHERS W L ERA G GS SV IP H ER BB SO
Humber 0 0 0.00 2 0 0 2.0 0 0 1 2
Mota 3 0 1.00 18 0 0 18.0 10 2 5 19
Feliciano 7 2 2.09 64 0 0 60.1 56 14 20 54
Ring 0 0 2.13 11 0 0 12.2 7 3 3 8
Wagner 3 2 2.24 70 0 40 72.1 59 18 21 94
Sanchez 5 1 2.60 49 0 0 55.1 43 16 24 44
Bradford 4 2 2.90 70 0 2 62.0 59 20 13 45
R. Hernandez 0 3 3.11 68 0 2 63.2 61 22 32 48
Oliver 4 1 3.44 45 0 0 81.0 70 31 21 60
Maine 6 5 3.60 16 15 0 90.0 69 36 33 71
Heilman 4 5 3.62 74 0 0 87.0 73 35 28 73
Glavine 15 7 3.82 32 32 0 198.0 202 84 62 131
Bannister 2 1 4.26 8 6 0 38.0 34 18 22 19
Martinez 9 8 4.48 23 23 0 132.2 108 66 39 137
O. Hernandez 11 11 4.66 29 29 0 162.1 155 84 61 164
Trachsel 15 8 4.97 30 30 0 164.2 185 91 78 79
Bell 0 0 5.11 22 0 0 37.0 51 21 11 35
Pelfrey 2 1 5.48 4 4 0 21.1 25 13 12 13
Williams 5 4 6.52 14 13 0 69.0 93 50 20 32
O. Perez 3 13 6.55 22 22 0 112.2 129 82 68 102
Zambrano 1 2 6.75 5 5 0 21.1 25 16 11 15
Totals 97 65 4.14 162 162 43 1461.1 1402 673 5271161

PADRES STATISTICS
BATTERS AVG AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB
Klesko .750 4 0 3 1 0 0 2 2 0 0
Bard .338 231 28 78 19 0 9 40 27 39 1
Cust .333 3 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Gonzalez .304 570 83 173 38 1 24 82 52 113 0
Roberts .293 499 80 146 18 13 2 44 51 61 49
Branyan .292 72 14 21 1 0 6 9 15 27 0
Piazza .283 399 39 113 19 1 22 68 34 66 0
Barfield .280 539 72 151 32 3 13 58 30 81 21
Walker .278 442 56 123 22 2 9 53 55 38 2
Cameron .268 552 88 148 34 9 22 83 71 142 25
Giles .263 604 87 159 37 1 14 83 104 60 9
Blum .254 276 27 70 17 1 4 34 17 51 0
Johnson .250 120 19 30 5 2 4 12 14 36 3
Greene .245 412 56 101 26 2 15 55 39 87 5
Bowen .245 94 22 23 5 0 3 13 13 26 0
McAnulty .231 13 3 3 1 0 1 3 2 4 0
Sledge .229 70 7 16 3 0 2 7 8 17 0
Bellhorn .190 253 26 48 11 2 8 27 32 90 0
Alexander .176 34 2 6 1 1 0 4 2 5 0
Knott .000 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Totals .263 5576 731 1465 298 38 161 698 564 1104 123

PITCHERS W L ERA G GS SV IP H ER BB SO
Meredith 5 1 1.07 45 0 0 50.2 30 6 6 37
Hoffman 0 2 2.14 65 0 46 63.0 48 15 13 50
Cassidy 6 4 2.53 42 0 0 42.2 39 12 19 49
Sweeney 2 0 3.20 37 0 2 56.1 53 20 16 23
Embree 4 3 3.27 73 0 0 52.1 50 19 15 53
C. Young 11 5 3.46 31 31 0 179.1 134 69 69 164
D. Wells 1 2 3.49 5 5 0 28.1 33 11 4 14
Linebrink 7 4 3.57 73 0 2 75.2 70 30 22 68
Williams 12 5 3.65 25 24 0 145.1 152 59 35 72
Hensley 11 12 3.71 37 29 0 187.0 174 77 76 122
Adkins 2 1 3.98 55 0 0 54.1 55 24 20 30
Peavy 11 14 4.09 32 32 0 202.1 187 92 62 215
Estes 0 1 4.50 1 1 0 6.0 5 3 3 4
Brocail 2 2 4.76 25 0 0 28.1 27 15 8 19
Park 7 7 4.81 24 21 0 136.2 146 73 44 96
M. Thompson 4 5 4.99 19 16 0 92.0 103 51 30 35
Seanez 1 2 5.68 8 0 0 6.1 7 4 6 6
Williamson 2 4 5.72 42 0 0 39.1 41 25 22 42
Totals 88 74 3.87 162 162 50 1463.2 1385 629 4681097

THE MATCHUP
Starting pitching

The Mets head to the postseason without their
ace, Pedro Martinez, who faces shoulder sur-
gery. But the truth is Martinez didn’t pitch great
during the regular season, going 9-8 with a ca-
reer-worst 4.48 ERA in only 23 starts. The Mets
plan to start veteran Orlando Hernandez in
Game 1 and Tom Glavine in Game 2. Neither are
power pitchers, but they have proven big-game
experience. After that, it’s uncertain whom the
Mets will call on. The Dodgers have three pitch-
ers — Derek Lowe, Brad Penny and Greg Mad-
dux — capable of quieting the Mets’ big bats.
However, Penny left his most recent start, in Col-
orado, after one an inning because of back
spasms. Edge: Dodgers.

Bullpen
The Dodgers’ bullpen is unheralded, but very

good. Closer Takashi Saito (24 saves, 2.07 ERA),
a rookie-of-the-year candidate, helped save the
season when Eric Gagne went out with an injury.
Setup man Jonathan Broxton is pure power,
throwing a 95- to 97-mph fastball and a hard,
tight slider. The Mets counter with setup man
Aaron Heilman and closer Billy Wagner (40
saves, 2.24 ERA). Heilman’s fastball-changeup
combination is excellent, and Wagner is one of
the best in the game. The Mets will miss Duaner
Sanchez, who’s out with a separated shoulder.
Edge: Even.

At the plate
The National League’s two best offenses

should make this an entertaining series. That
said, the Dodgers simply can’t match the Mets’
power of Carlos Beltran, David Wright and Car-
los Delgado. New York leadoff hitter Jose Reyes
is one of the game’s bright young stars, a switch
hitter with speed and power (64 stolen bases, 19
homers). The Dodgers, playing at a pitcher’s
park, led the league in on-base percentage. If the
heart of the order — Nomar Garciaparra, J.D.
Drew and Jeff Kent — gets hot, the Dodgers are
in business. Edge: Mets.

In the field
With Jose Valentin at second, Reyes at short

and Beltran in center, the middle of the Mets’ de-
fense is the majors’ best. Reyes might have the
best range of any shortstop in the game. Toss in
Wright at third and the Mets’ gloves are golden.
The Dodgers are older and slower in the field.
Catcher Russell Martin has a good arm, but L.A’s
starters don’t control the running game well and
Reyes will run early and often. Edge: Mets.

Managers
Dodgers manager Grady Little is best known

for not yanking Martinez when the Red Sox lost
to the Yankees in the Game 7 of the 2003 ALCS.
But Little never panicked this season when the
Dodgers went into the tank after the All-Star
Game, and he has been a good fit, a low-key lead-
er on a team full of veterans. The Mets’ Willie
Randolph is a leading candidate for manager of
the year, for good reason. Under his steward-
ship, New York won the NL East by 12 games.
Edge: Mets.

Intangibles
The Dodgers needed heroic performances to

reach the postseason (remember their
back-to-back-to-back-to-back homers against
the Padres last month?). Their ability to rally has
served them well. Edge: Dodgers.

Prediction
Patrick Saunders predicts Mets in four.

THE MATCHUP
Starting pitching

A primo pitching staff can dominate a five-
game series. That won’t happen here because
both rotations are vulnerable. Cardinals ace
Chris Carpenter has a dynamite cut fastball and
crisp curve. But he struggled down the stretch,
possibly because of fatigue. After Carpenter,
manager Tony La Russa has no one he can count
on in a big game. There’s rookie Anthony Reyes
(inexperience), Jeff Suppan (lack of velocity),
Jeff Weaver (command issues) and sinkerballer
Jason Marquis (0-4 in September). San Diego’s
top three of Jake Peavy, Chris Young and new-
comer David Wells isn’t dominant, but it’s better
than what the Cardinals offer. Peavy, inconsis-
tent all season, still can put bats to sleep when he
effectively works the edge of the plate. The wily
Wells, the Padres’ lone lefty starter, brings big-
game experience and a good changeup. As the
Rockies know, Young can be nearly unhittable,
or a feast for hitters. Edge: Padres.

Bullpen
This is no contest, and not just because San

Diego’s Trevor Hoffman, now the majors’ all-
time saves leader, is a hot story. The Cardinals’
bullpen, their Achilles’ heel all season, sank into
disarray when closer Jason Isringhausen went
on the disabled list because of a bad hip. St. Louis
is counting on Adam Wainwright — a rotation
possibility next season — to stifle the Padres
late. The Padres’ bullpen is more than just Hoff-
man’s fabled changeup. Scott Linebrink and side-
armer Cla Meredith are effective setup men. San
Diego brings in southpaw Alan Embree to face
lefties. Edge: Padres.

At the plate
First baseman Albert Pujols (49 home runs,

just 50 strikeouts) single-handedly dragged the
slumping Cardinals into the postseason. Bril-
liant in the clutch, Pujols is baseball’s best hitter.
He can’t do it all alone, however, which is why
he will need third baseman Scott Rolen and cen-
ter fielder Jim Edmonds to start helping more.
The Padres struggled on offense all season, fin-
ishing 14th in the NL in runs scored. The heart of
the order features Brian Giles, Adrian Gonzalez,
Mike Piazza and Mike Cameron. Not exactly
murderer’s row. Dave Roberts’ speed is a big
plus. Edge: Cardinals.

In the field
The Padres’ struggles at third base won’t be

solved until next season, shortstop Khalil
Greene is playing hurt (finger injury) and the

Cardinals can run on Piazza. Cameron is solid in
center field and Gonzalez is good at first. Over-
all, the Padres are a solid but not spectacular de-
fensive team. If center fielder Edmonds were
100 percent, the Cardinals would have an advan-
tage, but he’s still not right after his concussion,
and now he has a sore foot. Shortstop David Eck-
stein and third baseman Rolen are terrific. Edge:
Padres.

Managers
Tony La Russa, St. Louis’ resident genius, saw

his team go 3-9 down the stretch. La Russa loves
the chess game, but he doesn’t have the right
pieces to play it well right now. Critics contend
that Bruce Bochy is a poor in-game tactician, yet
he’s guided the Padres into the playoff two years
in a row. Edge: Padres.

Intangibles
The Cardinals were wretched down the

stretch, backing into the playoffs. All the momen-
tum is with San Diego, which is ready to erase
last year’s NLDS sweep at the hands of the Cardi-
nals. Edge: Padres.

Prediction
Patrick Saunders predicts Padres in four.

BASEBALL PLAYOFFS

The schedule

DODGERS
SS Rafael Furcal
CF Kenny Lofton
1B Nomar Garciaparra
2B Jeff Kent
RF J.D. Drew
LF Andre Ethier
C Russell Martin

3B Wilson Betemit

METS
SS Jose Reyes
LF Endy Chavez
CF Carlos Beltran
3B David Wright
1B Carlos Delgado
2B Jose Valentin
RF Shawn Green
C Paul Lo Duca

CARDINALS
SS David Eckstein
LF Chris Duncan
1B Albert Pujols
RF Juan Encarnacion
3B Scott Rolen
2B Ronnie Belliard
CF Jim Edmonds
C Yadier Molina

PADRES
LF Dave Roberts
RF Brian Giles
1B Adrian Gonzalez
C Mike Piazza

SS Khalil Greene
CF Mike Cameron
3B Todd Walker
2B Josh Barfield

DODGERS STATISTICS
BATTERS AVG AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB
E. Diaz .667 3 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Hall .368 57 2 21 4 0 0 8 2 5 0
Ethier .308 396 50 122 20 7 11 55 34 77 5
Garciaparra .303 469 82 142 31 2 20 93 42 30 3
Lofton .301 469 79 141 15 12 3 41 45 42 32
Furcal .300 654 113 196 32 9 15 63 73 98 37
Anderson .297 279 43 83 16 4 12 38 25 49 4
Saenz .296 179 30 53 15 0 11 48 14 47 0
Kent .292 407 61 119 27 3 14 68 55 69 1
Loney .284 102 20 29 6 5 4 18 8 10 1
Drew .283 494 84 140 34 6 20 100 89 106 2
Martin .282 415 65 117 26 4 10 65 45 57 10
Martinez .278 176 20 49 7 1 2 24 15 20 0
Betemit .263 373 49 98 23 0 18 53 36 102 3
Repko .254 130 21 33 5 1 3 16 15 24 10
Kemp .253 154 30 39 7 1 7 23 9 53 6
Mueller .252 107 12 27 7 0 3 15 17 9 1
Lugo .219 146 16 32 5 1 0 10 12 29 6
Robles .152 33 6 5 0 1 0 0 5 5 0
Young .000 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0
Totals .276 5628 820 1552 307 58 153 787 601 959 128

PITCHERS W L ERA G GS SV IP H ER BB SO
Gagne 0 0 0.00 2 0 1 2.0 0 0 1 3
Saito 6 2 2.07 72 0 24 78.1 48 18 23 107
Broxton 4 1 2.59 68 0 3 76.1 61 22 33 97
Beimel 2 1 2.96 62 0 2 70.0 70 23 21 30
Lowe 16 8 3.63 35 34 0 218.0 221 88 55 123
Billingsley 7 4 3.80 18 16 0 90.0 92 38 58 59
Maddux 15 14 4.20 34 34 0 210.0 219 98 37 117
Kuo 1 5 4.22 28 5 0 59.2 54 28 33 71
Penny 16 9 4.33 34 33 0 189.0 206 91 54 148
Sele 8 6 4.53 28 15 0 103.1 120 52 30 57
Carrara 0 1 4.55 25 0 1 27.2 27 14 7 25
Hendrickson 2 7 4.68 18 12 0 75.0 92 39 28 48
Dessens 0 1 4.70 19 0 0 23.0 23 12 9 16
Tomko 8 7 4.73 44 15 0 112.1 123 59 29 76
Brazoban 0 0 5.40 5 0 0 5.0 7 3 2 4
Stults 1 0 5.60 6 2 0 17.2 17 11 7 5
Hamulack 0 3 6.35 33 0 0 34.0 36 24 22 34
Totals 88 74 4.23 162 162 40 1460.1 1524 686 4921068

Dodgers’ Nomar
Garciaparra: .303

Dodgers’
Derek Lowe:
16-8, 3.63 ERA

Today’s pitching matchup

Mets’ Carlos Beltran:
.275, 41 HRs

Starting lineups

LosAngelesDodgers vs. NewYorkMets

St. Louis ace Chris Car-
penter (15-8, 3.09 ERA) was
pushed back from his sched-
uled start Sunday in order
to throw the playoff opener
today. The gamble paid off
as St. Louis backed into the
playoffs when Houston
lost. The Cy Young winner
is the only consistent start-
er in the Cardinals’ rota-
tion, but he’s a true ace of
the staff. San Diego’s Jake
Peavy (11-14, 4.09) can be
one of the most dominating
young pitchers in the game
(215 strikeouts/202L in-
nings), but has been surpris-
ingly inconsistent this sea-
son. He pitched hurt in last
year’s playoffs but is
healthy this season.

Padres’
Jake Peavy:
11-14, 4.09

CARDINALS STATISTICS
BATTERS AVG AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI BB SO SB
Pujols .331 535 119 177 33 1 49 137 92 50 7
Rodriguez .301 183 31 55 12 3 2 19 21 45 0
Rolen .296 521 94 154 48 1 22 95 56 69 7
Duncan .293 280 60 82 11 3 22 43 30 69 0
Eckstein .292 500 68 146 18 1 2 23 31 41 7
Encarnacion .278 557 74 155 25 5 19 79 30 86 6
Spiezio .272 276 44 75 15 4 13 52 37 66 1
Taguchi .266 316 46 84 19 1 2 31 32 48 11
Wilson .263 501 58 132 25 2 17 72 29 121 12
Miles .263 426 48 112 20 5 2 30 38 42 2
Edmonds .257 350 52 90 18 0 19 70 53 101 4
Bigbie .240 25 2 6 1 0 0 1 3 9 0
Belliard .237 194 20 46 9 1 5 23 15 36 0
Vizcaino .232 142 19 33 6 0 2 8 17 14 0
Bennett .223 157 13 35 5 0 4 22 11 30 0
Rose .222 9 0 2 0 0 0 1 0 4 0
Molina .216 417 29 90 26 0 6 49 26 41 1
Schumakr .185 54 3 10 1 0 1 2 5 6 2
Nelson .000 5 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 0
Totals .269 5522 781 1484 292 27 184 745 531 922 59

PITCHERS W L ERA G GS SV IP H ER BB SO
Carpenter 15 8 3.09 32 32 0 221.2 194 76 43 184
Wainwright 2 1 3.12 61 0 3 75.0 64 26 22 72
Kinney 0 0 3.24 21 0 0 25.0 17 9 8 22
Thompson 1 2 3.34 43 1 0 56.2 58 21 20 32
Isringhausen 4 8 3.55 59 0 33 58.1 47 23 38 52
Looper 9 3 3.56 69 0 0 73.1 76 29 20 41
Hancock 3 3 4.09 62 0 1 77.0 70 35 23 50
Suppan 12 7 4.12 32 32 0 190.0 207 87 69 104
Narveson 0 0 4.82 5 1 0 9.1 6 5 5 12
Johnson 2 4 4.95 56 0 0 36.1 33 20 23 37
Reyes 5 8 5.06 17 17 0 85.1 84 48 34 72
Weaver 5 4 5.18 15 15 0 83.1 99 48 26 45
Sosa 3 11 5.42 45 13 4 118.0 138 71 40 75
Flores 1 1 5.62 65 0 0 41.2 49 26 22 40
Marquis 14 16 6.02 33 33 0 194.1 221 130 75 96
Mulder 6 7 7.14 17 17 0 93.1 124 74 35 50
Rincon 0 0 10.80 5 0 0 3.1 6 4 4 6
Totals 83 78 4.54 161 161 38 1429.2 1475 721 504 970

Padres’ Trevor
Hoffman: 46 saves

Cardinals’ Adam
Wainwright: 3 saves

Cardinals’
Chris Carpenter:
15-8, 3.09 ERA

The schedule

2006 Team 2006 vs. Opp.
Pitchers Line W-L ERA Rec W-L IP ERA

St. Louis Carpenter (R) 2:05p 15-8 3.09 20-12 0-1 7.0 7.71
San Diego Peavy (R) -115 11-14 4.09 15-17 1-0 5.0 10.80

Notes
This is a rematch of the 1988 NLCS won by the

Dodgers in seven games en route to their most re-
cent World Series title. The Dodgers have won only
one postseason game since — over the Cardinals in
the 2004 division series. ... The Dodgers are appear-
ing in the playoffs for only the second time since
1996 and just the fourth time since 1988. ... The Mets’
97-65 record was nine games better than any other
NL team. They went 50-31 at home and 47-34 on the
road. Los Angeles’ 49-32 record at Dodger Stadium
was the NL’s third-best home mark, but the Dodgers
were 39-42 on the road. And they needed to sweep
their season-ending six-game road trip to do that.

THE SERIES Key player

BY PATRICK SAUNDERS | THE DENVER POST

Nick Laham Getty Images

Jose Reyes, SS, Mets Reyes is
not only the most exciting player in
the series, he’s the most versatile. He
has excellent range in the field, runs
the bases with smarts, speed and dar-
ing and hits for power and average.
In short, he’s one of those special
players who does nearly everything
well — and does it with a flair.

Game 1: Los Angeles (Lowe 16-8) at New York (O. Her-
nandez 11-11), 2 p.m. Wednesday, ESPN

Game 2: Los Angeles (Kuo 1-5) at New York (Glavine
15-7), 6 p.m. Thursday, KDVR-31

Game 3: New York at Los Angeles (Maddux 15-14), Sat-
urday, time and TV TBD

Game 4*: New York at Los Angeles, Sunday, time and TV
TBD

Game 5*: Los Angeles at New York, Monday, time and
TV TBD

*if necessary

THE SERIES Key player

BY PATRICK SAUNDERS | THE DENVER POST

Kyle Ericson The Associated Press

Albert Pujols, 1B, Cardinals
Can one bat lift a team in the postsea-
son? Usually not, but Pujols is special
enough to do so. For St. Louis to have
a chance, Pujols needs to come up big.
The problem is, the Cardinals aren’t
getting enough runners on base of
late to allow him to do much damage.

Starting lineups

St.LouisCardinals vs. SanDiegoPadres

Game 1: St. Louis (Carpenter 15-8) at San Diego (Peavy
11-14), 2 p.m. today, ESPN

Game 2: St. Louis (Suppan 12-7) at San Diego (C. Young
11-5), 2 p.m. Thursday, ESPN

Game 3: San Diego at St. Louis (Weaver 5-4 or Reyes
5-8), Saturday, time and TV TBD

Game 4*: San Diego at St. Louis, Sunday, time and TV
TBD

Game 5*: St. Louis at San Diego, Monday, time and TV TBD
*If necessary
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